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ME AND SOME OF THE BERBER KIDS WHO HELPED ME FIND THE BONES OF
THE KRAYT DRAGON.

firal dune, and the chief of the Berber group Pob\(u] down (era\(ica\((}
to Ais son's rujiﬂovtr)a Tl\k/ waited for mae to descend alone. There,
under the harsh 7(5«2 of the su, sﬁck(;\7 up from the sand, were bones.
| knelt, (aughing. It was all so imPossiL(e. | have hunted dinosaurs in the
{iz(«], and | know the thrill of bone (liszovzr)y well. It kzzps nany of us
out there at ey after e, w«i(i»ﬂ for the one 9(2:0»\ (n the dirt that
makes & all worthwhile. | Aad been among the small group 1987 that
recovered rare dinosaur 29 shell from Devil's Coulee in Alberta. But all
that Pa(u’ before these few Fi LL¢r7(p\s bones (n the (omz()r TuniSian Sands.
k)«w\ recorded i all, smi(inj with me as he fou71\( to stoy uPri71\( n the
risi»\7 winds.

The rerains ware rather accurate copies of real s«uroPoJ bones, not
PARFR PaLSR—RA-SCRAR imfressio»\is(k fokes. | vose from this ma\ziA? dis-
covary to seck more. And s00n found them, scattered for and wide across
the dunes. This had been most of a real s:mropo«] dirosaur, Pz\i»\(u] bone
color on one side and (eft P(Ain 9grey on the side that faced awey from
the camera. Amo»\7s( the other remains | found a 7&:»\( clow. That
s(oPPu] us aydh, ond | confess that this Pieuz seemad simf()' too 700(] to

ass up. But | wented to (eave evz»y(l\ir\7 for any future travelers who
miﬂk( seek this P(ace. R)'w\ rzsPoMLu] that such were (iLz()' to be damn fow.
“You're not APPVQ(GJQ\? how weird you are,” he sald. “Who else (s (nto the

movie this muck, speaks Arabic and Berber, and knows that this (s the right
place to search, out of all the sand in Tunisia? And are they going to run into
that Berber kid? Pick & uP." So..l did. | had not disturbed any of the other
traces we had found, (ke the set details (n the <our()/o\r(], but k)rwx seemed to
have o pouwnt about this Par(icu(g« case. As | was Pa\cki»\7 &, k/yw\ held out
our satellite locator and called on our orbiting allies in space to Piu}:oin( these
exanct coordinates o within 30 feet. He tucked the device back nto Ais belt,
Sa\)'i»\7, “You never know.”

| went on to discover the (ocation of the Tenis Pi?s, the Map Room, and
even the Well of Souls, since Raiders of the Lost Ark was filmed here (n
1980—but that's another story. My Star Wars ex}:ediﬁon was comP(efz.

B)« the time we returaed to <Ar(l\a\7¢ | wes comp(z(z()' exhausted. | had
been gettin some(l\i»\7 (ke four or five hours of sleep most nights, and we
kad often had to skip 2aking for time's sake. | fv.n]()r remenber the blur of
re(umi»\? home. Once back in green hills of the Midwest | Ph((z(] the Fiber-

(ass <low out of ry ,mck. Hera i my hand was a relic from Tatooine; the
sole Plxjsica( (ink between the wonderous adventure | had }'us( comf(z(uj, and
the wonderous adventure film that And inspir«] e to travel there. w
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