record ot all of his hotel's Aistoric role (n Star ars. In excl\w\?z for o <ouP(¢ of coveted widescreen
stills, ke keP( out mary dozens of irritated Europeon tourists while we shot our video {oo(a?z at
(etsure.

Our route next saw us crossing the Chott e(—l?jeri(], 'S 7"&9.( salt pan that once swallowed cara-
vans nto brine mud when the salt crust co((apszd beneath them. A Mi(i(oay /\i7kwp.7 makes this a
remote PossiLi(&(] (oda)(, but the area is still fw\(;\s(ical(] desolate: flat as Pw\cwh all the wesy to
the horizon n Pneny P(aczs. The cities of Tozewr and Nefta (57 on the other side of the Chott, and
W this r¢7io»\ were our rzma\o\i;\7 (ar7¢(s. These were much more uncertain than those behind us,
: neere spots the wilderness rather than sites i any town.

On the other side of the Chott we drove U\rou7k low Aills, which rose to o (of()r rid7¢ on one side
and stretched out to ir\fi»\i(] on the other. Somewhaere out here was “Star Wars cm/yor\." You ey
have read that the P(a(e S AOW {orma((y so <a((¢¢], after its use in the film and (aker in Raiders of
the Lost Ark. well, (et me tell you, you won't 7:2( vary for with those references around here. T/\z)/ve never heard of what some Americans and Brits have de-
cided to call the sPo(. But directions from Walts and rasponses to Py (ms(/ Plxo(o collection hAnd me headed towards what had to be the P(ace. Wz turned on to
& road (zz\dm? up the mountain, and after Mar(; s(i«]i;\j of f & twice, reached a remote ko(); shrine Perck«] on the ¢¢]7¢ of o <iff. We diserbarked, and as |
walked around the shrine spzda\cu(w vista came nto view. | had found the Mos Eis(z)r overlook, there lsa;s?i;\? on the horizon (ke a still from the film. An
old caretoker e»wzr7¢d from the ancient structure. “Are you Pi(7rims?" he asked. | (Lou7l~( about & “You
might say that,” | told Airm.

Wind thundered out of the er(l\(ako\? Canyon as we skirted Us rim, sukb\7 the exact spot whaere the
cameras hod been (n 1976. Soon u\ou7/~, the M?(QS on the overlook (ined up Pzrfed(j. k)/w\ re-created the shot

BLOWN AWAY AT THE MOS EISLEY OVERLOOK

from the film as | walked out there on the distant rock P(a(-form. My view (ooki;\7 back was not of a space-
port, but of & Ma’hi—fko\( gorge cut (]u,:
THE JUNDLAND WASTES into the Earihy fo off the beabintrack med

COMF(Q‘Q(} unknown to tourists. Farther

alorg the rim, | tried to survey the canyon

floor from a Przcipicz and !\W()/ 70( blown
off sy foet L] the wind.
But down there below,
amongst titanic cracked
boulders, 1 spo((ul the (o-
cation where Ben Kenobi
first finds Luke after the
attack of the Sand Peo-
P(z, recognizing the site
L)/ « P«rﬁcu(w Kollow in
the [ff wall (take a
look at Star Wars Wide-

COMPARE THE SKYLINE TO THE SCENE WHERE LUKE AND

3PO CATCH VP TO Rz .. JUST AHEAD OF US IS THE SECRET
TUSKEN RAIDER SACRED WELL. vision card #25. | hed &

(n hand). Another half
mile wp the rim | recognized the point where
the Tusken Raiders try to take o shot at the
(w\dspeulzr cruising along the valley. This place was full of shots

from the film; we were rm(()f (mve(b\7 the 7\4;«](4»«] Wastes. To see
# all (inked (o7¢(k¢r out here was mum7 Hollows (n the tunbled
rocks could Aave Aidden Sand Pcof(z. The view over the 9orge could
Kove been that of Beggar's Canyon. There was 2ven o nodural arch
that could have been the Stone Needle that turas up the Brian
Da\(ej radio N]afr(aﬁo;\,’ I could }'us( see the sL;AoPPzrs }'ockc}b\7 for

Posi(ion as (ke)( screamed down the canyon.

A (]o\)l (aker we were set up h Tozeur, and | quyox Makin7 e
Zuiri:zs at the cafes and cab stands. Vv\(urinj o some of these
dark, SMOL)/ dives in search of someone who could 72( us where we
wented to 90 gave me « real sense of (Lz}'a\ viu from the movie. Our
first (a\r7¢( was the exterior of Luke's koms(mc], which was filmed
oA PM of the Chott. As I've mentioned, the Chott (s ‘w7¢, and what
| was looking for was a set of low crater ri»\?s——no( exactly some-

U\i'\7 that stands out on a blank (Mdi(af&. | knew that the domed

sTABLWARS ENSIDE R




